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About this visual guide 

This visual guide compares the characteristics of ‘left 
behind’ neighbourhoods to deprived areas and England 

as a whole. 

All data is taken from research carried out by OCSI and 

Local Trust and can be accessed here and here. 

The paper also references polling research commissioned 

by Local Trust from Survation. 

 

About the Community Wealth Fund Alliance 

This visual guide was produced by the Community 

Wealth Fund Alliance (CWFA). The CWFA seeks to secure 

investment in social infrastructure in those ‘left behind’ 
neighbourhoods across the country that need it most. 

It is a cross-sectoral campaign to persuade government 

that the next wave of dormant assets should be invested 

for this purpose. Local Trust provides the secretariat to 

the Alliance and is one of its founders. 

 
Find out more 

To learn more about the proposal for a Community Wealth 

Fund and to find out which organisations are supporting 

it, please visit: communitywealthfund.org.uk or contact: 

CWF@localtrust.org.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ 

https://localtrust.org.uk/insights/research/left-behind-understanding-communities-on-the-edge/
https://www.appg-leftbehindneighbourhoods.org.uk/publication/communities-at-risk/
https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

What are ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods? 

What is the Community 
Needs Index (CNI)? 

Why we use the term 
‘left behind’ 
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This visual guide outlines some of the 
key socio-economic characteristics of 
‘left behind’ neighbourhoods, including 
employment, health and Covid-19 
vulnerability; summarises research that 
surveyed local residents’ aspirations for 
their local area; and provides the full 
list of the 225 wards. 
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Part 1: The impact of being ‘left behind’ 
Employment, economy and poverty 

Figure 1: Jobs density (jobs as a percentage of the working age population) 
 
 
 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
Source: Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES), 2018. 

 

Figure 2: Unemployment claimant rate (March-May 2020) 

 
Source: OCSI, based on Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), May 2020. 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=89
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=189
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=162
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Figure 3: Proportion of people receiving state benefits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: OCSI based on Department for Work and Pensions, May 2018. 
 

Figure 4: Children (aged 0-15) in poverty and ‘out of work’ households 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: OCSI based on HM Revenue and Customs/Department for Work and Pensions, 2015. 

https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/login.xhtml
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/personal-tax-credits-statistics
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Health 

Figure 5: People with ‘at risk’ health conditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: OCSI based on NHS Digital – from GP registers, 2017-2018. 

 

Education 

Figure 6: Highest level of educational attainment   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: OCSI based on Department for Education (DfE), 2013-2014. 

Note: Level 1 (1x GCSE or equivalent) Level 2 (5+GCSE passes or equivalent) Level 3 (A-levels or eauivalent). 

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/patients-registered-at-a-gp-practice/patients-registered-at-a-gp-practice-april-2018-special-topic---registered-patients-compared-to-the-projected-resident-population-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-neighbourhood-absence-and-attainment
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Figure 7: Percentage of state school pupils in higher education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: OCSI based on Office for Students (ONS), September 2019. 

Note: This chart tracks cohorts of 16 year old school pupils in England who completed their GCSEs 

between 2010 and 2014. It matches them to higher education records for academic years 2012-2013 to 
2017-2018. 

 

COVID-19 vulnerability 

Figure 8: COVID-19 Vulnerability Index 

Source: OCSI based on British Red Cross, 2020. 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/about-tundra/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aWpzgvLKGEF5Ay_xVps17nnbT1zIEki7RGIIJXL5APo/edit
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Figure 9: COVID-19 charitable grants per 100,000 population 
 
 
 

  

    

   

  

     

    

 
 

 
Source: OCSI based on 360 Giving, 2020. 

 

Figure 10: Number of mutual aid groups per 100,000 population 

Source: OCSI based on Covid-19 Mutual Aid UK, 2020. 

https://covidtracker.threesixtygiving.org/%202020
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bWIuq_jYKOeSYSu-FswUVzRsxrEtS4PsQ1ESeSjuzMs/edit#gid%3D796317733
https://covidmutualaid.org/
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Part 2: What ‘left behind’ communities want 

Resources for communities 

Figure 11: You said that your area gets less resources, which areas do you feel 
are missing out? 

 

Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020. 
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003. 

https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
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Decision-making power 

Figure 12: To what extent do you agree with the following statement: When people 
in this area get involved in their local community, they really can change the way 
that their area is run? 

 
   

     

     
      

    
      

    
      

    
      

    

 

 
Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020. 
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003. 

 

Figure 13: ‘If a fund was set up to help provide more support to your community, 
who should lead decisions about how the money is spent?’ 

Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020. 
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003. 

https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
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Ward Name Local Authority Ward Name Local Authority 

Part 3: ‘Left behind’ neighbourhoods 
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Ward Name Local Authority Ward Name Local Authority 
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Ward Name Local Authority Local Authority Ward Name 


